
SOUTH LAKELAND HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP 
 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working 
Group held on Wednesday, 20 February 2019 at 10.00 am at Committee Room 1, 
County Offices, Kendal 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 
  
 

Mr J Bland 
Mr SB Collins 
Mr N Cotton 
Mrs BC Gray 
Mr WJ Wearing 
 

Mr M Wilson 
Mr J Airey 
Mr GD Cook 
Mrs S Evans 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr M Dooz Traffic Manager Team Leader 
Mr P Hosking Highways Network Manager 
Mr P Landreth Lead Infrastructure Planning Officer 
Mr N Raymond 
Mr M Pearson 
Mr I Rowley 
 

Head of Infrastructure Recovery and Major Programmes 
Project Manager, Infrastructure Recovery Programme 
Associate, Mott MacDonald, Infrastructure Recovery 
Programme 
 

98 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr J Brook. 
 
99 MINUTES 
 
Subject to the following corrections: 
 
Minute 94. Devolved Capital Budget, 2nd paragraph – 2nd paragraph insert the word 
‘not’ before ‘been completed’. 
 
Spelling corrections: 
Sandes Avenue and Queens Road. 
 
RESOLVED that,  the minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2018 be 

approved. 
 
100 TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS 
 
a Kirkbarrow and Highgate Traffic Regulation Order 2019 
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A briefing note was considered from the Traffic Management Team Leader 
regarding the Kirkbarrow and Highgate Traffic Regulation Order 2019.  The briefing 
note updated members of the progress made to date on the Traffic Regulation 
Orders (TRO) for Kirkbarrow and Highgate. 
 
Members were informed of the background to the proposals, progress made and the 
next steps for the proposal which would be submission to the South Lakeland Local 
Committee meeting on 20 March 2019. 
 
Members asked that at future meetings a contextual map be presented to members. 
The Local Member advised on the work undertaken so far such as a comprehensive 
consultation exercise and changes to the proposals following feedback. He 
recommended that the proposal be progressed to Local Committee for decision. 
 
RESOLVED that a full report on the TRO be considered at South Lakeland Local 

Committee on 20 March 2019. 
 
b Kendal Highgate 20mph Speed Limit Various Order 2019 
 
A briefing note was considered from the Traffic Management Team Leader 
regarding the Kendal Highgate 20mph Speed Limit Various Order 2019.  
 
Members were informed of the background to the proposals, progress made and the 
next steps for the proposal which would be submission to the South Lakeland Local 
Committee meeting on 20 March 2019. 
 
The Local Member supported the proposal. A short discussion took place on the 
methods available to the public to respond to the consultation. The South Lakeland 
District Council member raised his concerns about the dangers at Gillingate. It was 
noted that currently there was no clear cut proposal. A member raised the adequacy 
of parking arrangements at Dowkers Lane after 6pm. 
 
RESOLVED that a full report on the Traffic Regulation Order be considered at South 

Lakeland Local Committee on 20 March 2019 
 
c Heversham Traffic Regulation Order 2019 
 
A briefing note was considered from the Traffic Management Team Leader 
regarding the Heversham Traffic Regulation Order 2019. 
 
Members were informed of the background to the proposals, progress made and the 
next steps for the proposal which was submission to the South Lakeland Local 
Committee meeting on 20 March 2019. 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader clarified the exact location of the existing No 
Waiting at Any Time restrictions for members and confirmed that the request had 
come from the Parish Council and Local Member. He advised that a revised plan 
would be submitted to the Local Committee. 
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RESOLVED that a full report on the Traffic Regulation Order be considered at South 
Lakeland Local Committee on 20 March 2019 

 
d Prohibition of Left Turn TRO Borrans Road, Ambleside 
 
A briefing note was considered from the Traffic Management Team Leader 
regarding the prohibition of a left turn Traffic Regulation Order at Borrans Road, 
Ambleside. 
 
Members were informed of the background to the proposals, progress made and the 
next steps for the proposal which was submission to the South Lakeland Local 
Committee meeting on 20 March 2019. No comments had been received from the 
public. 
 
Members noted that the consultation period had not yet ended. 
 
RESOLVED that  subject to any feedback, a full report on the Traffic Regulation 

Order be considered at South Lakeland Local Committee on 20 
March 2019 

 
e Town View, Kendal Traffic Regulation Order 2019 
 
A briefing note was considered from the Traffic Management Team Leader 
regarding the Town View, Kendal Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) 2019. 
 
Members were informed of the background to the proposals, progress made and the 
next steps for the proposal which was submission to the South Lakeland Local 
Committee meeting on 20 March 2019. 
 
The local member highlighted the complexity of the TRO given that Town View was 
a public highway but not maintained at the public expense. An explanation was 
given on the use of the road and the car park and the access issues faced by 
emergency vehicles attending the car home and hostel. The Cabinet Member for 
Finance reported on informal consultation undertaken to date with residents and on 
the proposed parking restrictions.  
 
Discussion took place on the possibility of undertaking parking enforcement in the 
area and suggestions were made on how this could be done. The need for a TRO to 
address this was explained by the Traffic Management Team Leader. Members 
acknowledged that there was not a simple answer to vehicular access and parking 
in the area but understood the need for restrictions and the urgency of a resolution 
to address the parking and access issues that were being experienced.  
 
A member commented on the expectations of a number of residents about their 
parking rights. The Traffic Management Team Leader advised on the need for a 
specific statutory TRO so that parking and access regulations were clear for road 
users and to ensure that regulations were enforceable. A Member reiterated that 
there needed to be a solution to control car parking in the circle and access as soon 
as possible. 
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RESOLVED that a no Waiting at Any Time restriction on Town View be progressed 

to statutory consultation and advertising and a full report on the 
Traffic Regulation Order be considered at South Lakeland Local 
Committee on 20 March 2019 

 
101 PROVISIONAL DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS REVENUE ALLOCATIONS 

2019/20 
 
A report was considered from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure regarding the provisional Devolved Highways Revenue Allocations 
2019/20. The report asked members to consider the Local Committee’s devolved 
highways revenue allocations for 2019/20 and make a recommendation to the South 
Lakeland Local Committee meeting on 20 March 2019. 
 
Although the overall revenue allocation for the 2019/20 financial year was identical 
to that received in 2018/19, the Highway Network Manager advised that changes 
had been made to the block allocations. The gully cleansing allocation had been 
increased to reflect the flood risk based approach being adopted for gully cleansing. 
The Better Highways allocation had been reduced accordingly. 
 
The Highways Network Manager also advised that the Better Highways allocation 
would also be required to fund the highway inspections and assessments required 
following the recent introduction of the Well Managed Highways Code of Practice 
with programmes of works identified through the highways inspections and 
assessments being funded from the devolved capital budget. Members were 
informed that budget pressures still remained. Mr Archibald stated that South 
Lakeland District Council would again contribute £12,000 towards the cost of urban 
weed spraying.  
 
The Highway Network Manager advised on what the £170,000 would be used for in 
lighting and illuminated signs and considered this to be an investment to save 
exercise. He commented on the Council’s financial responsibility and on the team 
responsible for illuminated signage. 
 
A member reported on a new arrangement for street works permitting, enabling 
joined up working where organisations would liaise with Local Authorities in order to 
identify where permits were in existence. The Highway Network Manager 
commented on the challenges of having individual organisations systems that 
interacted with each other. 
 
RESOLVED that the Working Group recommend that South Lakeland Local 

Committee agree the Provisional Devolved Highways Revenue 
Allocations for 2019/20, attached to the report at Appendix 1, 
subject to the confirmation of the budget allocation by full Council 
on 14 February 2019. 

 
102 DRAFT DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL ALLOCATIONS 2019/20 
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A report was considered from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure regarding the Draft Devolved Highways Capital Allocations 2019/20. 
The report asked members to consider the Local Committee’s devolved highways 
capital allocations 2019/20 and to make a recommendation to the South Lakeland 
Local Committee meeting on 20 March 2019. 
 
The Highway Network Manager advised that the allocation for 2019/20 had been 
reduced compared to 2018/19.  The Highway Network Manger issued an amended 
drainage scheme appendix for 2019/20 as funding for two previously identified large 
drainage infrastructure improvement projects was now being sought elsewhere.  
 
The proposed provisional allocation for street lighting had been reduced. The Street 
Lighting Team had asked for more funding. It was suggested to members that £28k 
be added into the road lighting column replacement allocation. 
 
In terms of the draft NPRN Surface Dressing Programme 2019/20, there was a price 
fluctuation factor which would need to be applied later. This could mean that the 
programme would need amended. Once this was known the Highway Network 
Manager would inform members if there was a change. 
 
It was clarified by the Highway Network Manager which draft footway resurfacing 
schemes 2019/20 would be undertaken in the current financial year.  
 
A member stated that the carriageway resurfacing scheme at Langdale Crescent, 
Kendal had been postponed for two years and asked that this scheme be taken into 
consideration.  
 
RESOLVED that 

1 The Working Group recommend that South Lakeland Local Committee agree 
the provisional proposed allocations within the indicative Devolved 
Highways Capital Budget  for 2019/2020 as set out in Appendix 1 to the 
report 

2 That the Working Group recommend that South Lakeland Local Committee 
agree the proposed, indicative, schemes identified in appendices 2-5 
inclusive in the report, subject to confirmation of the budget allocation by 
Full Council on 14th February 2019. 

 
103 GOOSEHOLME BRIDGE UPDATE 
 
A briefing note was tabled from the Head of Infrastructure Recovery and Major 
Programmes which gave an update on the Gooseholme Footbridge. Also in 
attendance was the Project Manager who delivered a presentation on the matter. 
 
A number of members of the Working Group who were also members of the 
Development Control and Regulation Committee were reminded that they should 
not pre determine the matter as there would eventually be a planning application 
submitted to the Committee for determination. 
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In the presentation, members were given information on the following: 
 

 The history of the project 

 The brief (scope) given to the company project managing the bridge 

 The design progression (options considered) 

 The planning drawings 

 The draft visualisation of the area 

 Cross section of the current and proposed bridge 

 The design stages and timescales 

 The concept of the operations 

 The Risk Register 

 A summary of cost 
 
Members asked questions on and discussed the thickness of the piles, the gradients 
of the ramps and their compliance with disability regulations, the role of the 
Environment Agency, the siting of pillars, the options considered, where and how 
the bridge would be constructed, when the information would be made public, which 
Development Control and Regulation Committee meeting would consider the 
planning application and the impact on the local area and road network of moving 
the bridge into place. 
 
Members were informed that local residents would be engaged during the process 
and the design was drawn to withstand a one in two hundred years’ storm, such as 
Storm Desmond that damaged the bridge in the first instance.  
 
A member commented that the design would last many years and would form part 
of a network of routes around the Kendal area and that it was an opportunity not to 
miss. 
 
In discussing the financing of the footbridge, the Head of Infrastructure Recovery 
and Major Programmes explained where funding had been sourced from to date. It 
was raised that there would be a £500k shortfall. Discussion took place on other 
potential funding sources such as SUSTRANS, the Lottery and the District and 
Town Councils. The Head of Infrastructure Recovery and Major Programmes 
highlighted that one option would be to use the forthcoming year’s NPRN 
programme finance to supplement the finance already in place as no other sources 
of funding were available. An alternative would be to not replace the bridge which 
was raised by a member but he did not consider this to be the right option. 
 
Members were advised that Local Committee financial support could be spread over 
two years. Some members considered that funding should not be sourced from the 
Local Committee as the highway network was in a poor state and funding should be 
used for repairs and that the public may not think the bridge was of a higher priority 
than road repairs. 
 
The Head of Infrastructure Recovery and Major Programmes stated that he was 
confident that the costs of the bridge would not rise. He felt that the detailed designs 
undertaken by the contractor gave him confidence that the scheme was affordable. 
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A short discussion took place on the Risk Register and the financial risk involved. A 
number of members expressed their reticence for the Local Committee to fund the 
footbridge as other sources of funding could be identified. 
 
A member pledged his support for the footbridge, explaining it was important for 
Kendal as it was seen to be an essential element in encouraging people to not use 
their cars. Members were informed of the changes that would occur if it was a 
footbridge only and of the cost of other options for different types of bridge. A 
member expressed the importance of the footbridge being able to accommodate all 
types of pedestrians (those with buggies for example) 
 
In expressing their support for funding the footbridge and explaining how it was an 
iconic structure in Kendal, some members commented on the £1.9m allocated to 
South Lakeland from the additional Government monies allocated to Cumbria in the 
Government’s October 2019 Budget to tackle the backlog of  highways maintenance 
work. This additional funding had accelerated maintenance activity from the 2019/20 
financial year into the 2018/19 financial year. Some members felt that this gave an 
opportunity to reallocate part of the 2019/20 Devolved Capital Budget towards the 
provision of the bridge. A brief discussion took place on the use of the overall £12m 
funding from the Government for Cumbria. Members were informed by the Cabinet 
Member for Finance of how overspend would be addressed and how applications 
for Lottery funding worked.  
 
Members were informed by the Project Manager what the cost would be for bridges 
with different specifications. He advised on the reason for the cost of the footbridge. 
It was noted that there needed to be a balance between ascertaining the importance 
of the bridge to Kendal and identifying its priority amongst other schemes. Members 
were advised that some Local Committees funded similar schemes. In recognising 
the importance of the bridge, a member suggested investigating ways of innovative 
methods of funding the footbridge. 
 
In summing up and after hearing members’ opinions on whether to fund the 
footbridge or not, the Chair stated that he thought that the footbridge should go 
ahead but considered it inappropriate that the funding for the footbridge came from 
the South Lakeland Local Committee budget, rather  it should be funded centrally or 
by other innovative methods. 
 
It was moved by Mr Collins and seconded by Mr Bland that South Lakeland Local 
Committee does not fund the footbridge from its budget. Following a vote, For: 3, 
Against: 2, Abstain: 1 it was agreed that South Lakeland Local Committee does not 
fund the footbridge from its budget. 
 
It was noted by members that as it was not a decision making Group, the final 
decision would be made at a future meeting of South Lakeland Local Committee. 
 
RESOLVED, that the position be noted. 
 
104 UPDATE ON THE DELIVERY OF THE 2018/19 DEVOLVED CAPITAL 

PROGRAMME. 
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A briefing note was considered from the Highway Network Manager which gave an 
update on the delivery of the 2018/19 Devolved Capital Programme. Members 
agreed that the progress to date be noted. 
 
RESOLVED that that position be noted. 
 
105 THE A595 IMPROVEMENT SCHEME AT GRIZEBECK 
 
A briefing note was considered from the Lead Infrastructure Planning Officer which 
updated members on the progress made on the Grizebeck Transport Scheme. The 
Lead Infrastructure Planning Officer also gave a presentation which covered the 
following: 
 

 MRN funding criteria 

 Map of the routes for consultation 

 The consultation approach 

 The consultation results 

 The consultation themes 

 The different options considered from the responses 

 The preferred route 

 The business case 

 The next steps 
 
Members asked questions on safety and on the connectivity of routes, the gradient 
of the routes and the cost of the scheme. The Lead Infrastructure Planning Officer 
advised that he was working with the Capital Programme Team on this project. 
Members were advised that public meetings were being held using the same 
information as presented to members at the meeting. Members were informed of the 
way the public could respond to the consultation. 
 
RESOLVED that the position be noted. 
 
106 CYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE PROPOSALS IN SOUTH LAKELAND 
 
Due to time constraints, this report was postponed to the next meeting of the 
Working Group. 
 
A map showing a network plan of the cycle network in South Lakeland which 
showed a number of cycling proposals in the area was circulated for members’ 
information 
 
RESOLVED that the briefing note be considered at the Working Group meeting on 

17 April 2019 
 
107 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP 
 
Cycle Infrastructure Proposals in South Lakeland to be considered at the meeting of 
the Working Group on 17 April 2019 
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108 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Working Group would be held on 17 April 2019 at County 
Offices, Kendal at 10.00am 
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.50 pm 
 


